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The only job he could find was in a jute mill at ten cents
an hour, one dollar for a ten-hour day. The mill was filled
with long rows of machines, their bobbins revolving rapidly.
The air was warm, moist, thick with flying lint, and the
noise so terrific that he had to shout at the top of his lungs
to be heard. At the machines were children from eight
years of age up, some crippled, many consumptive, all
undernourished and suffering from rickets, earning their
two dollars for a sixty-hour week.

At this time he was developing what he liked to call
troubling potencies and proclivities, a rather ponderous
phrase to describe his interest in young girls. The seventeen-
year-old boy who had had Mamie for wife on board the
Razzle Dazzle, who had had other hardened women up and
down San Francisco Bay, was so shy and self-conscious over
his rough manners absorbed from rough company that he
was in agony whenever he chanced to be in the company
of a nice girl. He had been so busy being a man that he
didn't know anything about girls.

Since he came from the wrong side of the railroad tracks
he had little opportunity to meet the sweet and pretty ones in
whom he was now interested. He became chums with
Louis Shattuck, a blacksmith's apprentice, whom he
describes as an innocently devilish young fellow quite
convinced that he was a sophisticated townsboy. Louis
became Jack's tutor. After work the boys went home for
their supper, washed, put on a clean shirt, and met in a
candy store where they bought cigarettes and candy red-hots.
They had access to no girls' homes, and they couldn't go to
public dances because they both had to pay board at home,
and this left them with about seventy-five cents a week
spending money. All they could do was stroll the streets
in the early evenings. Louis tried to show him how to
give a certain eloquent glance of the eye, a smile, a daring
lift of his cap; then, hesitancies, giggles, a spoken word.
But Jack was timid and bashful. Girls remained strange
and wonderful to him, and he failed of the bold front and
necessary forwardnesss when the crucial moment came.